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REVIEWS 


Biography Index: A Cumulative Index 
to Biographical Material in Books 
and Magazines. Quarterly with an- 
nual cumulation. New York, H. W. 
Wilson Co., September 1946 
Service basis. 





The first issue of Biography Index 
was reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin in April 1947. 

Examination of succeeding issues 
shows that the plan for indexing bio- 
graphical data from books and periodi- 
cals, described in the April 1947 review, 
has been continued. The main portion 
of each number consists of an alpha- 
betical index of biographees’ names, fol- 
lowed by a listing of the material by 
professions or occupations. Entries in 
the first section are comparable to 
those in other Wilson indexes, giving 


full bibliographical information for ref- 
erences cited. 

The checklist of composite books ana- 
lyzed, which was added with the print- 
ing of the second issue, has become a 
permanent and very useful feature. The 
page of short news articles preceding 
the text presents information about new 
biographical reference tools, awards in 
the field of biographical writing, etc. 

Single issues are paper bound and the 
format is typical of Wilson publications. 

The coverage of biographical mate- 
rial offered by this well-organized in- 
dex is comprehensive and reliable. The 
Biography Index will be a useful and 
time saving reference service for all 
types of libraries. It is recommended. 


Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia; edi- 
tor-in-chief, Guy Stanton Ford. 15v. 
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26cm. Chicago, F. E. Compton and 
Co., c1947. illus. ports. maps, dia- 
grams. Fabrikoid, $94.50; duracloth, 
$89.50; discounts for cash and multi- 
ple purchases (more than 5 sets); 
trade-in allowances. 


This review is based on an examina- 
tion of the second 1947 printing in com- 
parison with the 1943 printing which 
was reviewed in Subscription Books 
Bulletin, October 1943. That review 
was the last published evaluation of 
this encyclopedia by the Subscription 
Books Committee. 

The roster of contributors and edi- 
tors, all of whom are specialists in their 
various fields, shows many changes 
since 1943. It still includes, however, 
the names of twenty-four outstanding 
authorities, now deceased, whose arti- 
cles on basic topics have been retained. 
The publishers state that these older 
articles are examined as a part of the 
continuous revision plan for the set and 
are revised when information becomes 
no longer valid in the face of new de- 
velopments and discoveries. 

The present revision is comprehen- 
sive in scope and continues the well- 
known features of the work: large- 
subject articles, unsigned; the fact 
index which also gives dictionary-type 
information on topics not treated in the 
main text; separately paged complete- 
letter volumes, each including the cor- 
responding alphabetic section of the 
fact index; extensive illustrations and 
pictorially presented information sup- 
plementing the text; bibliographies and 
other devices to stimulate further read- 
ing. 

As in previous editions, although arti- 
cles in general deal with large subjects, 
important subtopics are treated in 
separate articles, e.g., American Colo- 
nies; French and Indian War; Revolu- 


tion, American; which are brought to- 
gether in the fact index under United 
States history. An example of material 
which might have been similarly 
treated but was not is the discussion of 
Diesel engines, a section under the topic 
Gas Engines. 

Space distribution of subjects of 
equal importance within the scope of 
the encyclopedia seems adequate. Bet- 
ter balance in the coverage of states 
of the United States is gained by ex- 
pansion of briefer articles, e.g., Ala- 
bama and Delaware. A generally un- 
biased point of view has been main- 
tained on controversial subjects. 

There is still a wide range in treat- 
ment and vocabulary, the inevitable re- 
sult of fitting the presentation of each 
subject to the age level, grade and 
reading ability of the user. For ex- 
ample, the article on Eskimos is easy 
reading and evidently prepared for 
children in the elementary grades, 
while the articles on Antiseptics and 
Engraving are much more difficult. Al- 
though the set is still useful with chil- 
dren in the upper elementary grades, 
the average vocabulary is on a con- 
sistently higher level than that of 
earlier editions and the value of the set 
in the high school curriculum has been 
increased. In selecting material for in- 
clusion particular attention seems to 
have been paid to current trends in the 
school curricula. 

Simplicity and economy of expression 
are emphasized in the style of the re- 
written articles. There seems to be less 
of the “chatty” type of discussion and 
a larger proportion of straightforward 
exposition. Many of the articles are 
easier to scan because of shortened 
paragraphs. Headings used for topics 
have been revised when necessary to 
conform to changes in current termi- 
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nology and official forms of place names. 

New or expanded articles appear in 
the fields of biography, history, geogra- 
phy, science and include inventions and 
scientific discoveries related to World 
War II. 

Additions and revisions in literature 
and the fine arts are the least striking 
with reprints from earlier editions in 
the majority. A separate heading is 
given to Fables. In the article on Drama 
a page of small pictures of famous 
modern actors in scenes from contem- 
porary plays replaces a single picture 
showing an Elizabethan pageant. The 
list Great Names in History of the 
Drama adds nine outstanding American 
dramatists. A number of very recent 
titles are added to Seven Stories High, 
the reading list for children and young 
people following the article on Li- 
braries. 

In the field of social studies revisions 
and additions include material on coun- 
tries, e.g., Canada, Russia, and on many 
other topics, e.g., Education. The arti- 
cle on Germany mentions the 1947 
efforts of the United States and England 
toward unification of the occupation 
zones. The latest United States census 
figures, 1940, are used in statistical data. 

Biographies of many contemporary 
leaders are revised and up to date, e.g., 
Chiang Kai-Shek, de Gaulle. There are 
new biographies of some persons in 
history, as Cabeza de Vaca, the explor- 
er, and Cadillac, the French colonial 
administrator. 

In the field of science a new article 
on Atoms discusses the production of 
neptunium and plutonium by bombard- 
ment of uranium. Under Airplanes 
photographs show successive develop- 
ments in the use of the Mars type of 
plane, and a new paragraph discusses 
radio controlled planes. 








Bibliographies, classified as for either 
younger or more advanced readers, fol- 
low longer articles and show careful 
revision, e.g., the ‘thirteen-page list of 
books on hobbies. The fact index in 
each volume has been expanded to take 
into account textual revision and there 
are additional entries for terms and 
facts not cited previously in the index. 

Special study devices—reference out- 
lines and questions—have been brought 
up to date to conform to the new mate- 
rial. Pronunciations are frequently 
given. 

Illustrations are both black and white 
and colored and include many new 
photographs, pictorial diagrams and 
drawings. Most striking are the new 
direct color photographs which accom- 
pany some articles. Examples of these 
are ten pages with twenty-three pic- 
tures of birds in their natural habitat, 
twelve pages of flowers and five pages 
of American and one of tropical fruits 
with their blossoms. The fruit pictures 
seem the most satisfactory of the three 
groups of photographs for purposes of 
identification. The bird photographs 
supplement an eight-page section of 
small colored drawings of birds. 

Especially interesting among the 
pictorial diagrams and drawings are 
the “X-ray” of Boulder Dam, a full page 
in color, and the two full-page diagrams 
interpreting the digestive process in 
terms of a modern factory layout. 
Some illustrations from earlier editions 
have been reprinted by an improved 
rotogravure process, e.g., those on 
Michelangelo and on Sculpture. 

Excellent new colored political maps 
for all states of the United States, pre- 
pared by C. S. Hammond and Company, 
appear in this printing. Each is fully 
indexed on the reverse page and many, 
but not all, place names are listed in 
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the fact index. Political maps for coun- 
tries have been revised by Hammond 
and the colors of the reprinted plates 
are more distinct and satisfactory. 
These maps, however, do not provide 
gazetteer information, although many 
cities have an entry in the text and in 
the fact index. Some of the former black- 
and-white maps have been replaced by 
colored ones and other special maps 
have been added. 

Type and make-up of the pages are 
the same as in previous printings, but 
the style of the page head is improved. 
The new design of the binding is simpli- 
fied and volume numbers and the pub- 
lisher’s name are omitted from the 
spine. Attractive new end papers have 
been added. 

Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia has 
undergone extensive revision since 
1943. Particularly important is the in- 
crease in material for readers more 
advanced than those at whom the set 
was formerly aimed, and the new illus- 
trations. Compton’s is recommended 
for school libraries, for public libraries 
and for home use. Libraries having the 
printings of 1943 or earlier will want 
this printing as a replacement. 


As the Bulletin goes to press, an- 
nouncement is made by the publishers 
of a third 1947 printing. While time 
has not permitted examination of this 
printing by the Committee, the publish- 
ers report new and revised articles on 
many subjects. Among the new articles 
are: Radar, Infra-red Radiation, United 
Nations. Canadian Literature, Czecho- 
slovakia, France and Navigation are 
examples of revised topics. 


International World Who’s Who. 22cm. 
New York, The American Universi- 
ties Medical Research Publications, 


Inc. 1947. 1175p. fabrikoid $18.50. 


The International World Who’s Who 
is a biographical dictionary, alphabeti- 
cally arranged, of contemporary per- 
sons of many countries and nationali- 
ties. The preface states that “a special 
effort has been made to emphasize lit- 
erature and art to include . . . those 
who have achieved prominence in the 
field of journalism as war correspond- 
ents.” Also appreciation is expressed to 
“Foreign Embassies, Ministries and all 
Government Agencies, whose coopera- 
tion has been so helpful in gathering 
authentic data for biographical sketches 
of foreign personalities.” This book 
should not be confused with Interna- 
tional Who’s Who, published by Europa 
Publications, Ltd. 

The entries are very brief, including 
name, birth year (but not month or 
day), associations, occupations and 
other customary “who’s who” informa- 
tion. Very few dates are cited in 
the biographical data. For example: 
“ALEKKHINE, Alexander, LL.D. 
World Chess Champion. b.1892, Mos- 
cow. ed. Petrograd; Paris Univ. m. 
Grace Wishaar.—Author of numerous 
publications on Chess.” Alekhine’s 
name is misspelled and his death early 
in 1946 is not noted. 

This type of entry is by far in the 
majority, but in some instances im- 
portant American personages, such as 
George C. Marshall, Douglas Mac- 
Arthur and Harry Truman, about whom 
there is plenty of material available, 
are given a column or more. Pro- 
nunciation is not indicated. 

In checking a few sections, the em- 
phasis seems to be on persons in busi- 
ness, banking, insurance and other lines 
of industry, with a predominance of 
names from the United States. In the 
L section, there are 264 names from 
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the U.S., 35 from Great Britain and 29 
from other parts of the globe. In the 
R section, there are 358 from the US., 
28 from Great Britain, and 33 from 
other countries. 

As a special point had been made of 
including war correspondents, a list of 
22 names of those outstanding in that 
field in the last war was checked and 
only one was found to be included. 
Such personalities as Leland Stowe, 
Edgar Snow, Quentin Reynolds and 
others of like caliber were conspicuous 
by their absence. 

The names of government officials, 
rulers and prime ministers, were com- 
pared with the 1947 Political Handbook 
of the World. Of the 62 countries cov- 
ered in that volume only 11 are repre- 
sented in the International World 
Who’s Who. Such names as Aneurin 
Bevan, Clement R. Attlee, Paul Rama- 
dier, Leon Blum and Eduard Bene§, to 
cite a few, are not included. Lt. Col. 
John Jacob Astor, the British news- 
paper publisher and member of Parlia- 
ment, is listed (with an incorrect birth 
date), but Lady Astor’s name is omit- 
ted. The majority of the people in- 
cluded from the United States are of 
local interest rather than national, and 
certainly have little place in an interna- 
tional collection. The important people 
included are also found in Who’s Who, 
Who’s Who in America and in the In- 
ternational Who’s Who (Europa Publi- 
cations, Ltd.). 

There is a generous scattering of 
librarians in the volume, although 
many whom one would expect to find 
are not mentioned. Most of those in- 
cluded fall in the same class as the 
other names listed, important in their 
own locality alone. 

Evidences of carelessness in editing 
were found as in the alphabetizing on 






p.50, Ashbaugh, Asbjornsson, Asch, and 
on p.786 Munson, Mundt. Another in- 
stance of poor proofreading is in the 
entry for Herbert Sebastian Agar, 
where part of the printing is upside 
down. 

This volume is published by the same 
company as International Who’s Who 
in World Medicine reviewed in Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, July 1947. 

Because of the minor importance of 
the majority of the names included and 
the unevenness of coverage of many 
fields of endeavor, the International 
World Who’s Who is not recommended. 


The New Wonder World; A Library of 
Knowledge; Editor-in-chief J. Ralph 
McGaughy. 1lv. 25cm. Chicago, 
George L. Shuman & Co. c1932-1947. 
rainbow fabrikoid, $76.50; to schools 
and libraries, $69.85. 


Originally called Our Wonder World, 
c1914-1928, and later changed to The 
New Wonder World, this set was first 
reviewed in Subscription Books Bulle- 
tin in April 1932. The 1937 edition was 
reviewed in January 1939. 

As the publishers state, the work fol- 
lows the “unit plan . . . rather than the 
customary alphabetical arrangement of 
material. .. . No attempt has been made 
to cover every conceivable subject. The 
aim has been to select those subjects 
most directly applicable to the needs 
of children from preschool through 
high school... .” 

Departing from the customary alpha- 
betical encyclopedic arrangement, each 
volume is devoted to material related 
to a general subject field and stories, 
biographies and factual articles are 
mingled. For example volume 1, The 
World and Its Peoples contains the fol- 
lowing chapters: “The Open Book of 
the Heavens” (planets and the stars); 
“The Earth a Storybook” (formation of 
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the earth, air, light); “The Earth a 
Wonderbook” (volcanoes, deserts, riv- 
ers, glaciers); “The Sea and Its Mar- 
vels”; “The March of Science” (biog- 
raphies of famous scientists); “People 
of the World,” which includes pre- 
historic man, ancient civilizations, races, 
tribes and ethnic groups of the world, 
Indians of America and biographies of 
José Rizal, Sun Yat Sen and Ghandi as 
leaders of their people; and “Our Na- 
tional Parks.” 

In the ten years since the 1937 edi- 
tion, the publishers state that they have 
revised about 1800 pages, and added 
over 500 illustrations. Examination 
seems to prove their claim valid. 

v. 1. The World and Its Peoples. 
About twelve articles have been 
changed or rewritten and one new arti- 
cle, Our Neighbors in South America, 
added. Material about the various coun- 
tries and peoples is sketchy. 

v. 2. Invention and Industry, has un- 
dergone considerable revision. Material 
has been rewritten on the telephone, 
television, aviation, radio, petroleum, 
and motion pictures, and new topics 
such as electronics, nylon, radar, jet 
propulsion, and synthetic rubber are 
discussed. 

v. 3. The Nature Book. With the ex- 
ception of some revisions, e.g., the sec- 
tion “Lemurs, Monkeys and Man-like 
Apes” by Karl P. Schmidt and two 
short articles on Bird Banding and 
Making an Herbarium, this volume 
consists of nature essays, in the first 
person, by Dallas Lore Sharp, contain- 
ing many long passages from his sepa- 
rately published works, such as Wild 
Life Near Home (c1901), and from the 
works of other authors of the period. 
The style, except for the revised arti- 
cles, remains that of the best books on 
nature of the early 1900’s. It is difficult 


for children because it is involved, 
allusive, and overloaded with quota- 
tions. 

v. 4. Exploration, Adventure, Achieve- 
ment. New material has been inserted 
on such topics as aircraft defense, 
aircraft carriers, Grand Coulee Dam, 
Fort Peck Dam, and the atomic 
bomb in connection with sections on 
achievements in engineering. Adven- 
ture stories by Theodore Waldeck, Mrs. 
Martin Johnson, and Frank Buck have 


_ been substituted for older selections, 


and a group of sketches of heroes of 
World War II has been added. 

v. 5. Story and Art. Not much change 
has been made in this volume of fairy 
tales, folk stories, poems, stories and 
biographies for children and articles 
on music, art and literature. A two- 
page discussion of modern composers 
has been added. A section entitled 
“Stories of Real Life” has been moved 
here from volume 9. With one exception 
these brief sketches of the lives of fa- 
mous Americans are unsigned. They 
include no bibliographies. 

v. 6. Sports, Pastimes, Handicraft. 
The chief change in this volume is in the 
sports pictures. New articles appear on 
4-H Clubs and Boy Scouts. Golf, base- 
ball, model airplanes, and motor boat- 
ing have been brought up to date. In 
general the material on sports and 
handicrafts is good, and the section en- 
titled “The Art of Cooking” is still 
useful. 

v. 7. The History Book. This volume 
includes articles on ancient, medieval 
and modern history with separate chap- 
ters on the United States and its pos- 
sessions and the other countries on the 
North American continent. About one 
fourth of the book is devoted to short 
sketches on “Child Life in Many 
Lands.” These have been revised and 
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modernized in this edition. 

v. 8. The Literature Book. These se- 
lections from legends, classics, modern 
novels and biography have undergone 
little change since 1937. For the most 
part the reading level is difficult for all 
but high school students. 

v. 9. The Child in the Home. Nursery 
stories, games, verses, and songs for 
little children comprise this volume. 
Improvement has been made by drop- 
ping some of the old illustrations, 
poems, and stories, regrouping the 
headings, and adding new poetry, sto- 
ries, and a section of songs. The read- 
ing list for young children has been 
revised and enlarged to include a good 
selection of titles. While much of the 
illustration is undistinguished, some 
classic illustrations of Walter Crane, 
Boutet de Monvel, Leslie Brooke, and 
Elsa Beskow appear. It is unfortunate 
that the original illustrations do not 
accompany some selections, e.g., those 
from The Moffats, The Poppy Seed 
Cakes. 

v. 10. The Wonder of Life. Most of 
the changes in this science volume are 
slight, rephrasing sentences or adding 
a single fact. A chapter is included on 
splitting the atom, and some informa- 
tion added to other articles, e.g., vita- 
mins and calories. There are occasional 
examples of humanizing of the plant 
and animal world, a questionable ap- 
proach to nature study, as in the article 
on parasites, p. 55, “In the plant world a 
child born into a robber family has no 
choice but to be a robber if he is to live 
at all.” 

v. 11. Home and School Guide-Index. 
A useful new 40-page article, “You and 
Your Child” by Helen Shacter, has been 
added to this volume of material for 
parents and teachers. Articles on edu- 
cation and child training remain much 





the same as in the 1937 edition, and 
while none are dated, footnote refer- 
ences in some of them indicate that they 
might have been written as early as 
the 1920’s. There are study outlines for 
many of the subjects covered in the 
set with page references to information 
in specific volumes. 

The index is in two parts, general, 
arranged by topics and subtopics, and 
biographical. The latter repeats entries 
from the general index and adds a few 
pertinent facts about each individual, 
thus providing a brief biographical dic- 
tionary. The general index shows re- 
vision to correspond with changes in 
the body of the work, although some 
errors can be found, e.g., Arts and 
crafts—beginnings, refers to volume 5, 
pages 140-41, while actually this mate- 
rial is in volume 1, pages 318-19 in this 
edition. 

The format is good with clear print, 
strong binding and glossy paper which 
reproduces the illustrations well. Many 
new illustrations have been added in 
all volumes. 

In spite of the index and the addition 
of new material, this set is limited for 
library reference use. Prospective pur- 
chasers also should understand that the 
New Wonder World is not an encyclo- 
pedia or ready reference set. Its chief 
aim is to provide information in literary 
rather than encyclopedic form. 

Factual information can be found in 
more concise form elsewhere and the 
literary selections are readily available 
in individual books. Chapters in the 
volumes covering various subject fields 
are not always comparable to the best 
current books on a subject, for example, 
volume 3, The Nature Book. Styles of 
writing for children have changed 
greatly since much of this material was 
prepared, as is obvious from the re- 
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written passages. The high standard of 
selection of literature, however, has 
kept the major portion of the stories 
and poems readable. 

The New Wonder World is recom- 
mended only for the home where a set 
for browsing is desired in preference 
to individual books and where the pri- 
mary interest is not in quick reference 
use. 


Who’s Important; In Every Field in All 
Countries (a monthly service of 
biographies of world leaders assem- 
bled for the annual editions of the 
Biographical Encyclopedia of the 
World). January 1947 . wil 

. 23cm. New York, Institute 

for Research in Biography, 1947. 

paper $7.50 per year. 








A preliminary review of Who’s Im- 
portant, based on the first two issues 
only, and for that reason deferring final 
recommendation, appeared in Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin, April 1947. 

This monthly biographical index is 
international in scope and its sketches 
of living persons give information com- 
parable to that of other “who’s who” 
publications. Most of the articles are 
one-third to one-half column in length. 
The arrangement is alphabetical. Pro- 
nunciation of foreign names is not 
given. 

Only one of the observations made in 
the April Bulletin review need be al- 
tered now that more than a full half- 
year of monthly numbers has been 
examined. Some striking proportions 
of occupations represented were noted 
in examination of the January and 
February numbers and these have 
changed considerably. In a check of 
sections A—C of the March-August 
issues, authors and artists, who figured 
very slightly in January and February, 


led all other groups in numbers repre- 
sented. Doctors and scientists, who had 
comprised 50 per cent of the January 
list, continued dominant, as did edu- 
cators, while businessmen and indus- 
trialists, as before, were slightly repre- 
sented. These last, however, had been 
given generous space in the Encyclo- 
pedia. 

The useful list of 63 Principal Coun- 
tries of the World and the Heads of 
Their Governments has been brought 
up to date in each issue, with one sur- 
prising exception—in August, Viscount 
Wavell continues to appear as Viceroy 
of India. 

So much of the material in this serv- 
ice is not readily available elsewhere, 
except in very condensed form in such 
works as the Europa publications, that 
it is difficult to give an absolute judg- 
ment of its accuracy. However, for a 
work brought out quickly and fre- 
quently Who’s Important seems reason- 
ably accurate and authoritative. 

The world-wide coverage of Who’s 
Important and the inclusion of so many 
biographies not found in other sources, 
make it a useful reference work. It is 
recommended. 


Who’s Who on the Pacific Coast; a Bio- 
graphical Dictionary of Leading Men 
and Women of the Pacific Coast 
States; a compilation of distinctive 
reference people; augmented beyond 
restricted section-wide scope by inte- 
gration of selected biographies to en- 
compass areas contiguous or other- 
wise appropriate under contemporary 
regionalism. v.l. 24cm. Chicago, 
Larkin, Roosevelt & Larkin, c1947. 
1084p. cloth $15. 


This is a companion volume to Who’s 
Who in the Central States, reviewed 
in the July 1947, Subscription Books 
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Bulletin, and the general description of 
the latter, including editorships, ar- 
rangement and format, applies equally 
well to this volume. Biographical 
sketches follow the customary pattern 
for “who’s who” material. The arrange- 
ment is nonalphabetic, making it neces- 
sary to consult the name index to locate 
a particular individual. 

The Pacific Coast States are Wash- 
ington, Oregon and California. The 
“contiguous” area would include Idaho, 
Nevada and Arizona, and possibly 
Montana, Wyoming and Utah. There- 
fore it is evidently under very liberal 
interpretation of the phrase “appro- 
priate under contemporary regional- 
ism” that the publishers would justify 
the inclusion of persons living in Texas, 
Florida, Georgia, and all of the other 
southern states in much larger numbers 
than those of the title area. California 
has a fair representation, but Washing- 
ton and Oregon are given comparative- 
ly few entries. 

As in the case of the Central States 
volume, selection of names for inclusion 
shows marked lack of balance between 
outstanding citizens and persons of less- 
er importance. A search for specific 
Oregon names revealed that the gover- 
nor, U.S. senators and one congress- 
man were included, while among those 
missing were the remaining congress- 
men, the secretary of state, state treas- 
urer and attorney general. 

From Portland the mayor, city com- 
missioners, superintendent of schools, 
director of the art museum, bank presi- 
dents, newspaper editors and prominent 
authors were omitted. The Oregon peo- 
ple whose names appeared were not, for 
the most part of especial prominence. 

Libraries that make a practice of col- 
lecting all available biographical ma- 
terial, national and local, may perhaps 


find it necessary to buy Who’s Who on 
the Pacific Coast, but it is not recom- 
mended for general purchase. 


World Book Encyclopedia; ed. by J. 
Morris Jones. 19v. 25.5cm. Chicago, 
The Quarrie Corporation, c1947. illus. 
ports. maps. Blue library binding 
(Roxite) $102. 


The last previous Subscription Books 
Bulletin review of the World Book ap- 
peared in the October 1943 issue. The 
1943 printing was compared with the 
1947 printing in the preparation of the 
present review. 

The current printing of the World 
Book incorporates extensive revisions 
in subject matter and illustrative ma- 
terial, necessitated by the tremendous 
changes brought about by World War 
II. In planning this revision the pub- 
lishers report that they have made ex- 
tensive educational surveys and have 
examined current school courses of 
study to determine students’ reference 
needs. The reflection of present-day 
educational trends and the close cor- 
relation with school curricula in the 
subject matter of the set seem to sub- 
stantiate this statement. 

Many outstanding educators, scien- 
tists and writers are included among 
the contributors and advisors listed in 
volume one. The names of a few de- 
ceased contributors whose articles on 
basic subjects are still authoritative 
have been retained. Most of the articles 
are signed indicating responsibility for 
the material and its accuracy but not 
always for the exact wording. Articles 
of local interest are sometimes, al- 
though not necessarily, written by 
authorities in the same area. 

The World Book is a family encyclo- 
pedia and while especially geared to 
the upper elementary and high school 
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level, many articles will also interest 
adults. The material is presented in 
simple, factual manner and the reading 
level is adapted to the grade at which 
the subject is likely to be taught. A 
policy has been followed of writing the 
early part of a long article on a low 
reading level and introducing the more 
difficult concepts later. 

This plan of writing articles may oc- 
casionally present a problem in over- 
simplification of facts for the more ma- 
ture reader. However many articles 
are particularly planned for adult ref- 
erence, e.g., Employers Liability, Codes 
and Ciphers, Nutrition, Juvenile De- 
linquency. 

There is a strong reflection of our 
changing interests in the new material. 
Many articles are completely rewritten, 
often with different emphasis, e.g., Basic 
English; Hormones; Indian, American; 
Jew; Motion Picture. Headings of some 
new articles are: Atomic Bomb, Atomic 
Energy, Aviation Medicine, Chemical 
Warfare, Jet Propulsion, Intercultural 
Education. 

Material has been brought up to date 
in many fields. For example: “Porgy 
and Bess” is included in the stories of 
the operas; Henry Wallace’s appoint- 
ment to the editorship of the New Re- 
public and Arthur Vandenburg’s posi- 
tion as presiding officer of the Senate 
in 1947 are indicated in their biogra- 
phies. Biographies of many contempo- 
rary persons are included and an at- 
tempt has been made to follow school 
needs. Geographical material stresses 
social and cultural as well as physical 
resources and articles on countries cite 
recent political events. 

The frequent bibliographies are well 
chosen and up to date and include 
short descriptive annotations. When 
feasible the books are listed in age 


groups. The lists are made up of books 
that would usually be available in 
school and public libraries. 

The policy of including study out- 
lines and questions is continued. An 
outline follows articles on subjects es- 
pecially useful for school work, e.g., 
Colonial Life in America, Library, 
Transportation. Many of the more im- 
portant articles have a list of review 
questions. 

Pictorial aids consist of reproductions 
of paintings, photographs, diagram- 
matic drawings, pictographs, sketches 
and maps. The illustrations are abun- 
dant and more sharply defined than in 
the 1943 printing and many new ones 
have been added. For example: there 
are sixteen pages of colored pictures of 
birds with four or more pictures to a 
page. Coloring and markings are shown 
clearly, providing a helpful aid in iden- 
tifying the different birds. Sixteen 
pages of drawings and photographs, all 
in color with explanatory captions sup- 
plement the article on the American 
Indian and depict customs, arts and 
crafts, homes and costumes. 

Hammond maps in color accompany 
articles on continents, countries and 
states. For South America, however, 
there is a colored map for the continent 
only, each country having a black-and- 
white map with products and indus- 
tries indicated. The number of colored 
maps for Canada and its provinces has 
been expanded in the 1947 printing. 
They are extremely detailed, including 
small towns, villages, lakes and rivers 
and showing altitudes by shades of 
color. The colored maps are printed on 
heavy paper and their increased size 
and brighter coloring give them better 
visibility than those in previous edi- 
tions, although some contain almost too 
much detail. All include a gazetteer 
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on the reverse page. 

For each state of the United States, 
in addition to a colored map, there are 
black-and-white maps showing natural 
regions, growing seasons, pictographs 
of leading products and industries, 
sketches of memorable events and pho- 
tographs of typical scenes within the 
state. 

There is no index to the set, as the 
letter-by-letter alphabetic arrange- 
ment by many small and large subjects 
with frequent cross references contin- 
ues the policy of earlier World Books. 
In checking the letter J in the 1947 and 
1943 printings, it was found that the 
1947 printing possesses approximately 
25 per cent more headings and 30 per 
cent more see references than the 
earlier one. Many topics are divided by 
subheadings within the body of the 
article. 

The references to other topics at the 
close of an article, listed as Related 
Subjects, are classified under various 
subject headings. More headings seem 
to be included than in 1943. 

The pronunciation of difficult entries 
is given according to a phonetic system 
(Hirohito—HE roh HE toh) with the 
accent indicated by capital letters. A 


pronunciation guide is also given for 
dificult words within geographical 
articles. 

The format of the set is excellent. 
The paper _is durable, the print clear 
and well spaced and the margins ade- 
quate. 

The World .Book follows its estab- 
lished pattern with many improvements 
on the features of the 1943 printing. 
Outstanding are the format, the excel- 
lent illustrative material and-the thor- 
oughness of revision. Other important 
changes are the adaptation of reading 
level to anticipated grade use and the 


increased stress on correlation with 
school curricula. 

The World Book is recommended for 
the home, for public libraries, and for 
school libraries. The current revision 
will be a useful replacement in libraries 
having the 1943 or earlier printings. 


The Reading and Study Guide, vol- 
ume 19 of the World Book, was not off 
the press when this review was com- 
pleted. Sample galleys, however, were 
submitted to the Committee for exam- 
ination. The Guide consists of study 
outlines in forty-four major subject 
fields with volume and page references 
to information in the set on a given 
subject. Among these subjects are: 
Home, Food, Clothing, Animal Life, 
Law, Medicine, Science. The outlines 
are graded to serve all types of users 
at the elementary, high school and adult 
levels. 

New features added to this edition of 
the Guide will be of particular interest 
to librarians. For example, an alpha- 
betical list of paintings and artists in- 
cluded in the encyclopedia provides an 
index to the world’s great paintings. A 
new section entitled Organizations and 
Agencies contains a selected list of gov- 
ernment agencies and social organiza- 
tions mentioned in the World Book. The 
list is alphabetical by subject and by 
name with the complete address given 
under the latter entry, thus providing 
a classified directory of organizations. 

The biography section of the Guide 
lists famous persons alphabeticaliy by 
profession or appropriate subject field 
of interest of the biographee. In many 
cases the names are further subdivided 
by nationality, e.g., Architects—Ameri- 
can, British, Italian. Asterisks are used 
for the first time opposite the names of 
authors, dramatists, poets, etc., who 
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have written in the field of children’s 
literature. 


World Scope Encyclopedia; the New 
Universal Encyclopedia of the World; 
editor in chief, Bernart P. Holst. 20v. 
in 10. 24cm. New York, Universal 
Educational Guild, 1947. illus. pl. 
ports. maps. tables. cloth $59.90. 


This work is based on the Progressive 
Reference Library, reviewed in Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, April 1932. A 
brief description of the present set ap- 
pears in the July 1947 Subscription 
Books Bulletin, in which it is pointed 
out that Bernart P. Holst died in 1939 
and the editor in chief of the 1947 edi- 
tion is actually William Hendelson. Mr. 
Hendelson was advisory editor on re- 
visions of Funk & Wagnalls New 
Standard Encyclopedia of Universal 
Knowledge reviewed in Subscription 
Books Bulletin, January 1945. 

The work seems to be intended as a 
rather brief general encyclopedia for 
adult or high school use. Articles vary 
in length from a few lines to about forty 
pages. Most of the entries are very 
short and are definitions of terms rather 
than encyclopedic discussions. Longer 
articles are subdivided by topics, e.g., 
Japan—Description, Climate, Flora and 
Fauna, Mining, History, etc. They are 
not signed and are popular in treat- 
ment. Volume 1 includes a long list of 
contributors, some of whom are de- 
ceased or are no longer holding the 
positions ascribed to them. No state- 
ment is made regarding the revision of 
material submitted by contributors no 
longer living. There are no bibliogra- 
phies. 

Some revision has been made in most 
subjects, but it has not been evenly or 
consistently done. In the social science 
field, there are entries under Hiroshima 


and Nagasaki with mention of the 
atomic bomb and comment on the Bi- 
kini experiment is included under 
Atomic Bomb. Articles on Arawe, Cor- 
regidor, Dunkirk, etc., tell of their part 
in World War II, but some names such 
as Pantelleria, Iwo Jima, El Alamein 
are lacking. As was pointed out in the 
July Bulletin, the only separate entry 
for the recent war is a pictorial section 
near the end of volume 18 with no 
indication given elsewhere of its loca- 
tion. 

A check of the entries on several 
South American countries shows that 
recent political developments have been 
taken into account. Among the articles 
not revised in the field of government 
and politics are Labour Party, Office of 
Price Administration, CIO which omits 
mention of the PAC. The latter, how- 
ever, is referred to in the article on 
Political Parties. 

Examination reveals considerable in- 
accurate information about colleges. 
Examples of this were cited in the July 
Bulletin note. Others which substanti- 
ate the statement are: Liberty College 
which has not been in existence for 
more than thirty years is mentioned in 
the article on Kentucky; Ogden, listed 
among the colleges in Bowling Green, 
ceased to exist in 1928. Information un- 
der Kentucky University is very con- 
fused; it is said to be controlled by the 
Disciples of Christ and among its col- 
leges are included the College of the 
Bible and Hamilton Junior College. 
That information is all true of Transyl- 
vania College, an entirely separate in- 
stitution in the same. city. Alexander 
Institute which has not existed for 
many years is listed among the schools 
in White Plains, N.Y. 

Some geographical articles contain 
inaccuracies. For example in the de- 
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scription of Champaign, Illinois, it is 
stated that the city is connected with 
Urbana by an electric railway; for at 
least ten years buses have run between 
the two cities. Articles on some cities, 
however, have evidently been rewritten 
and include correct data. 

Oversimplification which may tend to 
confuse the reader characterizes the 
scientific and technical articles. There 
are many brief entries for scientific 
terms which in some cases are inferior 
to definitions found in a good una- 
bridged dictionary. In the field of geol- 
ogy the discussion of gneiss is incom- 
plete enough to be misleading, and 
technical inaccuracies are found in some 
other articles. The article on the earth 
states that it is one of eight planets, 
-while Pluto, the ninth, has been known 
since 1930. Pluto is listed, however, in 
a table in the article, Planets. Part of 
the entry under Metallurgy is omitted, 
although brief information is given un- 
der Metals and Alloys. 

Jet propulsion is discussed in a short 
paragraph in the article on Aviation. 
There are brief entries for Radar (de- 
scribing its use in World War II), 
Penicillin, Nylon and Sulfa Drugs, to 
mention a few recent scientific develop- 
ments. 

In most cases death dates have been 
added in biographical articles. A check 
of entries for ten persons who have died 
during the last four years showed that 
death dates were given for nine, al- 
though the article on American Liter- 
ature does not include the death of one 
of the nine, Susan Glaspell. There is a 
chart of Nobel prize winners 1901-1945, 
but the list of persons in the Hall of 
Fame does not cite the 1945 selections. 

Many titles of musical compositions 
and books are identified. Discussions 
of national literatures seem generally 


satisfactory. 

Grammatical errors and awkward 
expressions were noticed in the style of 
much of the writing in the set. For ex- 
ample, in the article on American Lit- 
erature one reads “writings and other- 
wise literary output of the Americas,” 
and in the article on Climate, “Even 
the effects of spent cyclones .. . is 
manifest.” 

Adequate cross references are lack- 
ing, although q.v. and see also are fre- 
quently used within articles. American 
Literature includes a section on Cana- 
dian literature with no cross reference 
to Canada where an entirely different 
article on the subject will be found; nor 
is there a reference in the article on 
Canada to American Literature. Like- 
wise, although American Literature 
contains a section on Latin American 
writings, there is no cross reference 
from either Latin America, South 
America or Spanish America. The cross 
reference from Kamikaze to World 
War II evidently refers to a photograph 
in the pictorial section, for there is no 
entry under World War II. 

Each of the articles on the states of 
the United States is accompanied by a 
small line map showing counties; some 
of the maps, however, are so small that 
county names are illegible or omitted. 
The section of colored maps at the end 
of volume 18 contains maps of the 
world, the continents and individual 
countries. They are Hammond maps, 
most of them small but clear. There 
is no indexing of the maps and no men- 
tion elsewhere in the set that they 
appear in volume 18. 

Illustrations, as indicated in the July 
Bulletin, show the same unevenness as 
the textual material. Some new full- 
page photographs have been added, 
e.g., the Peace River Bridge along the 
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Alaska Highway and a group of illus- 
trations accompanying the article on 
Agriculture. Many of the old line 
drawings and reproductions of works 
of art are blurred and indistinct. With 
the exception of a section on flags of 
the United Nations and United States 
armed forces medals and the maps in 
volume 18, there are no colored illus- 
trations. 

The format of the set was described 
in some detail in the earlier note. The 
practice of beginning a volume in the 
middle of a word or sentence is evi- 
dence of the carelessness with which 
the set has been assembled. Variations 
in typography indicate extensive patch- 
ing of plates. Pages are in two columns 
and are not numbered. 

Volume 18 closes with miscellaneous 
material not referred to on the cover. 
of the volume: First Aid in the Home, 
Leisure Time Activities, Nursery 
Rhymes, World War II (pictorial). The 
first-aid material is unorganized and 
unindexed. Volume 19-20 is a reprint 
of Webster’s New Illustrated Diction- 
ary, 1943. This is not a Merriam-Web- 
ster dictionary, but is published by 
Books, Inc. 

Comparison of the Shea-Shi section 
with the corresponding entries in Col- 
umbia Encyclopedia reveals 52 entries 
(including three cross references) in 
World Scope and 147 entries (includ- 
ing 11 cross references) in the Colum- 
bia Encyclopedia. The Ar-Architecture 
section was also compared and showed 
46 entries (no cross references) in 
World Scope and 106 entries (seven 
cross references) in Columbia. A large 
proportion of entries in Columbia that 
are not in World Scope are biographical 
and geographical. A few subjects are 
treated in longer articles in World 
Scope, for example, American Litera- 


ture and Arbitration. As a rule, how- 
ever, information in Columbia although 
sometimes in more condensed form is 
just as complete. 

The World Scope Encyclopedia con- 
tains some simply written, up-to-date 
information, but also many inaccuracies 
and the coverage in many subject fields 
is inadequate. Information given in 
some of the brief identification entries 
is less satisfactory than that available 
in a standard unabridged dictionary. 
Careful examination bears out the July 
Bulletin’s statement that revision ap- 
pears to be exceedingly spotty. The 
World Scope is not recommended. 


After this review was prepared, the 
Committee received an advanced, un- 
bound copy of volume 1 of a new print- 
ing of the World Scope. Bernart P. 
Holst’s name no longer appears on the 
title page and the former list of con- 
tributors has been replaced by a new 
one in which William H. Hendelson is 
listed as editor in chief. The publishers 
announce that this new printing will 
comprise twelve volumes instead of ten. 
It is hoped that inaccuracies in the 
present edition will be corrected in this 
new printing. 





Prncnsox to quote a review in full 
is granted only to the publisher of 
the work reviewed. Permission to 
quote a review in part must be ob- 
tained from the American Library 
Association. Publishers of books or sets 
recommended herein wishing to refer 
to the Subscription Books Commit- 
tee’s appraisal of their work should 
avoid such statements as “Recom- 
mended (or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” 
Such a statement falsely implies action 
on the part of the association. 
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Index—January 1946—October 1947 
(Vol. 17, No. 1—Vol. 18, No. 4) 


The index to the Subscription Books Bulletin is cumulated over a four-year period in 
accord with the Committee’s recommended procedure of binding four volumes in one. 
The current cumulation will be continued to include volume 20 (1949). 


EDITORIALS AND SPECIAL ARTICLES 


Continuous Revision—A Problem. Ap, 
1946, p.9 

The Library’s Picture Collection. O, 1946, 
p.41 


Museums and Art Dealers as Picture 
Sources. O, 1946, p.52 

Picture Services of Associations, Societies 
and Government Agencies. O, 1946, p.55 

Standards for Reference Works. Ap, 1947, 


p.9 


REVIEWS 


Air Age Education Research Wall Charts. 
O, 1946, p.59 

Aircraft Yearbook for 1945. Ap, 1946, p.11 

Airman’s Almanac. Ap, 1946, p.12 

American Classical League Service Bureau 
Illustrations of Ancient Rome and 
Mythology. O, 1946, p.56 

American Handbook. Ja, 1946, p.1 

American Medical Association Health 
Posters. O, 1946, p.60 

Biographical Encyclopedia of the World. 
JI, 1946, p.25 

Biography Index. Ap, 1947, p.11; O, 1947, 


p.49 

Blackhurst Visual Aid Charts. O, 1946, p.60 

Book of Knowledge. (price note) Ap, 1947, 
p.24; Jl, 1947, p.25 

Book of Popular Science. (price note) Ap, 
1947, p.24 

Britannia History Pictures. O, 1946, p.63 

Building America. (price note) Ap, 1947, 
p.24 

Casey Jones Cyclopedia of Aviation Terms. 
Ap, 1947, p.12 

Chemical Formulary. Jl, 1946, p.26 

Children in Latin American Art (Pic- 
tures). O, 1946, p.57 

Children’s Book Council Posters. O, 1946, 


p.61 

Columbia Dictionary of Modern European 
Literature. Jl, 1947, p.28 

Columbia Encyclopedia. Ja, 1947, p.1 

Compton’s Picture Library. O, 1946, p.43; 
(correction) Ja, 1947, p.8 

Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia. O, 1947, 
p.49 

Concise Chemical and Technical Diction- 
ary. Ap, 1947, p.13 

Congressional Index. Jl, 1947, p.30 


Congressional Quarterly. Jl, 1947, p.32 

Contemporary Art in Latin America (Pic- 
tures). O, 1946, p.57 

Coyne Radioman’s Handbook. Ap, 1947, 


p.14 

Cyclopedia of Insurance in the United 
States. Jl, 1947, p.33 

Denoyer-Geppert’s General Biology Charts. 
O, 1946, p.63 

Denoyer-Geppert’s Our Democracy Charts. 
O, 1946, p.63 

Denoyer-Geppert’s Winslow Health and 
Hygiene Charts. O, 1946, p.63 

Dictionary of Canadian Biography. Ja, 
1947, p.2 

Dictionary of Education. Ja, 1946, p.2 

Dictionary of Foreign Trade. Jl, 1946, p.28 

Dictionary of Word Origins. Ap, 1946, p.13 

Dodson Birds and Nature Pictures. O, 1946, 

44 


p. 

Dodson Industrial Pictures. O, 1946, p.45 

Educational Film Guide. Ja, 1947, p.3 

Educational Publishing Corporation Post- 
ers. O, 1946, p.64 

Educators Guide to Free Films. Ja, 1947, 
p.5 

Encyclopedia Americana. (price note) Ap, 
1947, p.24 

Encyclopedia of Bible Life. Ap, 1946, p.14 

Encyclopedia of Business Information 
Sources. Jl, 1946, p.28 

Encyclopedia of Literature. Ap, 1947, p.15 

Encyclopedia of Psychology. Jl, 1947, p.34 

Encyclopedia of Religion. Ja, 1946, p.3 

Encyclopedia of Sports. Ap, 1946, p.15 

Engineers’ Dictionary. Ap, 1946, p.16 

English-Spanish Comprehensive Technical 
Dictionary. Ap, 1946, p.16 

Family Life in Other Lands Picture Port- 
folios. O, 1946, p.58 

Funk & Wagnalls New College Standard 
Dictionary. Jl, 1947, p.36 

Great Pictures Everyone Should Know. 
O, 1946, p.45 

Grolier Encyclopedia. Jl, 1946, p.30; (note) 
Ap, 1947, p.24 

Hagstrom’s Loose Leaf Market Atlas. Jl, 
1947, p.37 

Henley’s Twentieth Century Book of For- 
mulas. Jl, 1946, p.32 

Hiawatha Pictures. O, 1946, p.46 

History of World War II. Jl, 1946, p.34 

Horseman’s Encyclopedia. Ap, 1947, p.16 
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International Business Dictionary. Ja, 
1947, p.6 

International Who’s Who in World Medi- 
cine. Jl, 1946, p.38 

International World Who’s Who. O, 1947, 
p.52 

ry | en acne Design. (Pictures). 

, » P. 

Jarrold’s Dictionary of Difficult Words. O, 
1946, p.69 

Jewish Book Annual. Ap, 1946, p.17 


Keesing’s Contemporary Archives. Ap, 
1947, p.17 

Lands and Peoples. (price note) Ap, 1947, 
p.24 


Latin American Village Picture Sets. O, 
1946, p.47; (note) Ja, 1947, p.8 

Life in Other Lands Library. O, 1946, p.47 

‘Life of Lincoln in Pictures. O, 1946, p.64 

Milo Winter Muragraphs. O, 1946, p.64 

= Household Encyclopedia. is 1947, 
Pp 

My Book House. Ap, 1947, p.20 

National Audubon Society Bird Cards and 
Charts. O, 1946, p.56 

National Cyclopaedia of American Biogra- 
phy, Ja, 1946, p.4 

National Dairy Council Health and Food 
Posters. O, 1946, p.65 

National Forum Sovial Studies Charts. O, 
1946, p. 

National Geographic Color 
Sheets. O, 1946, p.56 

National Safety Council Safety Education 
Posters. O, 1946, p.67 

Negro Handbook. fo 1947, p.21 

New Standard Encyclopedia. (note) O, 
1946, p.70 

New Wonder World. O, 1947, p.53 

Occupational Information Monographs. Ap, 
946, p.18 

Our World in Pictures. O, 1946, p.48 

Pacific Islands Handbook. Ap, 1946, p.19 

——— of a Nation (Pictures). O, 1946, 
p.49 

Pan American Yearbook. Ja, 1946, p.5 

Peabody Visual Aids. O, 1946, p.67 

Picture Reference Library. O, 1946, p.50 

Pictures from Mother Goose. O, 1946, p.50 

Portraits of Eminent Mathematicians. O, 
1946, p.57 


Magazine 


Portraits of Famous Philosophers Who 


Were Also Mathematicians. O, 1946, p.57 


Portraits of Famous Physicists. O, 1946, 
57 


p. 

Public Relations Directory and Yearbook. 
Jl, 1946, p.34 

Rand McNally Commercial Atlas and Mar- 
keting Guide. Jl, 1947, p.40 

Reconstructing the Past. O, oe. p.53 

Revival of the Past Ages. O, 1946, p.54 

Richards Topical Encyclopedia. (note) Ja, 
1946, p.8; (price note) Ja, 1947, p.8 

Schweizer Lexikon. Ja, 1947, p. 7 

Smithsonian Series. Jl, 1946, p.35 

South American Handbook. Ja, 1946, p.6 

Subscription Books Committee Open Meet- 
ing (note) Ap, 1946, p.23 

U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest 
Service Photographs. O, 1946, p.57 

U.S. Department of the Interior Bureau of 
Reclamation Photographs. O, 1946, p.57 

U.S. Department of the Interior Division 
of Information Photographs. O, 1946, p.57 

U.S. Library of Congress Division of Fine 
Arts Photographs. O, 1946, p.58 

Universal World Reference Encyclopedia. 
Jl, 1946, p.37 

Van Nostrand’ s Scientific Encyclopedia. Jl, 

p.41 

Visualized Curriculum Series. O, 1946, p.51 

Westminster Dictionary of the Bible. Ap, 
1946, p.20 

Westminster Historical Atlas to the Bible. 
Ap, 1946, p.21 

ba Important. Ap, 1947, p.22; O, 1947, 
p. 

Who’s Important in Medicine. Ja, 1946, p.7 

Who’s Who in Commerce and Industry. Jl, 
1947, p.42 

Who’s Who in Labor. Ap, 1947, p.23 

= Who in the Central States. Jl, 1947, 
Pp. 

Who’s Who on the Pacific Coast. O, 1947, 


p.56 

Words. Jl, 1947, p.44 

World Book Encyclopedia. O, 1947, p.57 

World of Learning. Jl, 1947, p.46 

World Scope Encyclopedia. (note) Ja, 1947, 
p.8; (note) Jl, 1947, p.47; O, 1947, p.60 

World’s Great Events. Jl, 1946, p.39; (note) 
O, 1946, p. 

— of American Labor. Ap, 1946, 
p. 


Young Folk’s Library. (note) O, 1946, p.70 
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